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JOBS — SKILLED MIGRATION LIST 

180. Mr D.R. MICHAEL to the Premier: 

I refer to this government’s commitment — 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.R. MICHAEL: I refer to this government’s commitment to local jobs by tearing up the skilled migration 
list. Why did this need to be done? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Under the former Liberal–National government, a list was sent from Western Australia to the commonwealth 
each and every year that had a range of occupations that the state would sponsor under various visa categories, 
which could then be assisted into Western Australia. On that list there were 178 different occupations, including 
bricklayers, plumbers, electricians, nurses and engineers. Over the course of the last years in Western Australia, 
many thousands of people with those occupations have become redundant or unemployed. Our view—we 
expressed this during the course of the election campaign—was that in respect of all those occupations we 
should put Western Australian jobs first; we should put Western Australians first. So, we launched a policy prior 
to the election campaign that we would rip up the list that the Liberal–National government was sending to 
Canberra to fast-track those occupations into Western Australia. On the day I was sworn in as Premier of 
Western Australia, I did rip up that list. We also indicated that I would send a new list to Canberra of 
occupations that were actually required in Western Australia. Today I release that list that we have sent to the 
commonwealth government under that scheme, and it comprises 18 separate professions. They are basically 
medical professions of various sorts that we need both in Perth and in regional Western Australia. This is one of 
the many measures we are getting on with implementing to create jobs and opportunities for 
Western Australians, which is what the Western Australian Premier and government should be focused on. 
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